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Synopsis

Flying Fingers: Master the Tools of Learning Through the Joy of Writing (Action Publishing, 296
pages)is a collection of adventure stories from an internationally recognoized author Adora Svitak
(who turned eight the day the book was published) Flying Fingers includes tips on teaching kids to
write, key vocabulary, and interviews with the author, who has appeared on numerous television
programs, including Good Morning America. Adora’s stories have well-developed plots, funny
characters, and the type of down-to-earth humor that keeps kids reading. Each story is
accompanied by step-by-step instructions for a writing activity that explores a specific aspect of

writing: plot, character, theme, etc. It's a book designed for parents, educators and children.
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Customer Reviews

A collection of adventure stories from prodigy author Adora Svitak-includes tips on teaching kids to

write, key vocabulary. --buildingrainbows.com/bookreview/reviewid/12094

Adora Svitak is passionate about inspiring other children to read, write and use technology to
enhance learning. She uses her creative writing to explore all areas of learning and believes that
reading and the ability to write well open the doors of imagination and education. Adora produces
thousands of words of fiction, nonfiction and poetry every week. Adora’s book will be published in
China and Korea. Adora lives with her family in Redmond, WA. She has appeared on Good Morning

America and many other programs to showcase her amazing writing ability. She has visited many



local schools to bring her writing to hundreds of students to inspire them to read more and write

more.

| was disappointed in this book. | was looking for a book that would encourage average elementary
students to improve their typing skills. Instead | encountered a pyrotechnic display of a very
exceptional seven year old’s imagination. | wish Adora luck in her fiction writing, but examples of
letter writing or report writing would be more helpful to average students. Most of the third and fourth

graders at my school do not have the vocabulary to follow Adora’s flights of fantasy.

My verbally "gifted" child couldn’t relate to, and refused to read the stories written by Adora. | didn’t

find any useful tools related to teaching writing either. So, its neither interesting reading material nor
a good teaching reference book. It would have been much better if the authors had focused on one
or the other rather than the mixed format. This will likely sit on a shelf collecting dust. A pretty

useless purchase for us.

Too wordy. Too bland of writing. too many details. | just want to know the main points. | only opened

the book twice once | got it.

| have been consistently disappointed in my search for creative writing teaching tools for children.
They tend to be condescending or banal, with few fresh ideas. Flying Fingers: Master the Tools of
Learning Through the Joy of Writing proves to be an exception. A collection of lively stories by
prodigy author Adora Svitak, Flying Fingers includes key vocabulary, creative writing exercises,
exercises designed to improve basic writing skills, and an extensive guide for parents and
educators. Adora’s co-author, Joyce Svitak, has a refreshing stance on education, espousing a
strong belief that most children are capable of much better writing-it's just a matter of tapping into
their creativity and changing your own perceptions of their potential. For a teacher, this alone is an
incredibly uplifting message; backed up by step-by-step directions and innovative exercises, it's a

vital strategy.

My children have been much more interested in writing since they saw Adora’s appearance on
Good Morning America, and | was thrilled that her first book included both stories and writing tips.
Pairing the two together gives children a tangible example of what they can achieve, accompanied

by tools to help them on their path. Adora’s stories are quite humorous and entertaining in and of



themselves (even for adult readers), and, with the accompanying “strategies for parents and
educators’ and “fun exercises for kids’ segments, they make great learning tools. Since my children
began reading Lemony Snicket, | have been trying to find more stories that include definitions of key
vocabulary. The Flying Fingers glossary surpasses anything | have found so far; with words like
scurrilous and ribald, Adora’s vocabulary selection is lively enough to keep young readers

interested.

This book was great, the writting tips were helpful, and the stories were very good. I'd also like to
add that the other review made by Leelikah is a bit rediculous. She wrote that Adora’s writting was
"childish and stupid" however Miss Leelikah must not know much about the author considering she
was only SEVEN when she wrote the book! Now | understand you called yourself an aspiring
author, and good for you but I'm sure you didn’t have any book published when you turned 8! Adora
is talented, she was reading chapter books by the time she was 3! Not many people can say that
they were able to do that. So before writting a review for the book and calling the author childish and

stupid it would probably help if you knew what you were talking about.

| am so impressed with the humility, joy and delight of Adora, and the devoted attention her mother
gave her. It not only is a book about inspiring other children to put their thoughts into written word,
but a grand tool for anyone teaching our youth....Then there is the inspiration of calling all mothers
to teach, instruct and inspire their children. | am sharing this book with a couple of teachers. | am 71

years young. | will look forward to seeing where Adora goes in her future. Peggy Lippitt
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